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Let’s do our job. Let’s do the work 

the people sent us here to do. Let’s vet 
this candidate, whoever it might be, 
and let’s move forward so that every 
person who has a case pending before 
the Supreme Court or will have a case 
pending before the Supreme Court is 
given access to justice by providing a 
fully functioning Supreme Court. 

Mr. President, I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Washington. 
Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent to speak on behalf 
of the nomination before the vote for 2 
minutes. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, the 
role of the FDA Commissioner is cen-
tral to the health and safety of every 
family and community nationwide, 
from a dad making his daughter’s pea-
nut butter sandwich in the morning to 
a patient headed into an operating 
room. I know this is a nomination we 
all take very seriously. 

After careful review, I believe Dr. 
Califf’s experience and expertise will 
allow him to lead the FDA in a way 
that puts patients and families first 
and upholds the highest standards of 
patient and consumer safety. Dr. Califf 
has led one of our country’s largest 
clinical research organizations, and he 
has a record of advancing medical 
breakthroughs on especially difficult- 
to-treat illnesses. 

He has a longstanding commitment 
to transparency in relationships with 
industry and to working to ensure aca-
demic integrity. He has made clear he 
will continue to prioritize independ-
ence at the FAA as the Commissioner 
and always put science over politics. 
His nomination received letters of sup-
port from over 128 different physician 
and patient groups. 

He earned the strong bipartisan sup-
port of the members of the HELP Com-
mittee. There is a lot the FDA needs to 
get done in the coming months, includ-
ing building a robust postmarket sur-
veillance system for medical devices, 
making sure families have access to 
nutritional information, putting all of 
the agency’s tools to work to stop to-
bacco companies from targeting our 
children, and playing a part in address-
ing the epidemic of opioid abuse that is 
hurting so many communities so deep-
ly. 

I believe Dr. Califf will be a valuable 
partner to Congress in taking on these 
challenges and the many others the 
FDA faces. I am here to encourage my 
colleagues to join me in supporting 
this nomination. I look forward to con-
tinued work with all of the Members on 
ways to strengthen health and well- 
being for the families and communities 
we all serve. 

I yield back my time. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 

SASSE). Under the previous order, the 
question is, Will the Senate advise and 
consent to the Califf nomination? 

Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, I ask 
for the yeas and nays. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a 
sufficient second? 

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The bill clerk called the roll. 
Mr. CORNYN. The following Senators 

are necessarily absent: the Senator 
from Tennessee (Mr. CORKER), the Sen-
ator from Texas (Mr. CRUZ), the Sen-
ator from Wisconsin (Mr. JOHNSON), 
and the Senator from Florida (Mr. 
RUBIO). 

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 
Senator from Missouri (Mrs. MCCAS-
KILL), the Senator from Vermont (Mr. 
SANDERS), and the Senator from Vir-
ginia (Mr. WARNER) are necessarily ab-
sent. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Are there 
any other Senators in the Chamber de-
siring to vote? 

The result was announced—yeas 89, 
nays 4, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 25 Ex.] 
YEAS—89 

Alexander 
Baldwin 
Barrasso 
Bennet 
Blunt 
Booker 
Boozman 
Boxer 
Brown 
Burr 
Cantwell 
Capito 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Cassidy 
Coats 
Cochran 
Collins 
Coons 
Cornyn 
Cotton 
Crapo 
Daines 
Donnelly 
Durbin 
Enzi 
Ernst 
Feinstein 
Fischer 

Flake 
Franken 
Gardner 
Gillibrand 
Graham 
Grassley 
Hatch 
Heinrich 
Heitkamp 
Heller 
Hirono 
Hoeven 
Inhofe 
Isakson 
Kaine 
King 
Kirk 
Klobuchar 
Lankford 
Leahy 
Lee 
McCain 
McConnell 
Menendez 
Merkley 
Mikulski 
Moran 
Murkowski 
Murphy 
Murray 

Nelson 
Paul 
Perdue 
Peters 
Portman 
Reed 
Reid 
Risch 
Roberts 
Rounds 
Sasse 
Schatz 
Schumer 
Scott 
Sessions 
Shaheen 
Shelby 
Stabenow 
Sullivan 
Tester 
Thune 
Tillis 
Toomey 
Udall 
Vitter 
Warren 
Whitehouse 
Wicker 
Wyden 

NAYS—4 

Ayotte 
Blumenthal 

Manchin 
Markey 

NOT VOTING—7 

Corker 
Cruz 
Johnson 

McCaskill 
Rubio 
Sanders 

Warner 

The nomination was confirmed. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 

the previous order, the motion to re-
consider is considered made and laid 
upon the table and the President will 
be immediately notified of the Senate’s 
action. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 

the previous order, the Senate will re-
sume legislative session. 

The Senator from Missouri. 
f 

MORNING BUSINESS 
Mr. BLUNT. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Senate be 
in a period of morning business, with 
Senators permitted to speak therein 
for up to 10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. BLUNT. Mr. President, I wish to 
address the Senate in morning busi-
ness. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

REMEMBERING JUSTICE ANTONIN 
SCALIA AND FILLING THE SU-
PREME COURT VACANCY 
Mr. BLUNT. Mr. President, I wish to 

talk about Judge Scalia for a few min-
utes, and then I will address the va-
cancy on the Court. 

There is no question that the Su-
preme Court has lost a strong and 
thoughtful voice. No matter what 
issues the Justices on the Court might 
have disagreed with, or even when 
there was a disagreement on how to in-
terpret the Constitution, there is no 
question that Judge Scalia had a 
unique capacity to get beyond that. He 
will be missed by the Court for both his 
intellect and his friendship. He was an 
Associate Justice on the Court for al-
most 30 years. He was a true constitu-
tional scholar, both in his work before 
the Court and on the Court, and he 
brought a lifetime of understanding of 
the law to the Court. 

He began his legal career in 1961, 
practicing in private practice. In 1967, 
he became part of the faculty of the 
University of Virginia School of Law. 
In 1972, he joined the Nixon administra-
tion as General Counsel for the Office 
of Telecommunications Policy, and 
from there he was appointed Assistant 
Attorney General for the Office of 
Legal Counsel. He brought a great deal 
of knowledge to his work and finished 
the first part of his career as a law pro-
fessor at the University of Chicago, and 
that is the point where he became a 
judge. 

In 1982, President Reagan appointed 
him to the U.S. Court of Appeals for 
the District of Columbia, a court that 
gets many of the cases that wind up on 
the Supreme Court. He was on that 
court for a little more than 4 years. 

In 1986, President Reagan nominated 
him to serve as an Associate Justice. 
He was an unwavering defender of the 
Constitution, and as a member of the 
Supreme Court, he had the ability to 
debate as perhaps no one had in a long 
time—and perhaps no one will for a 
long time. He had a sense of what the 
Constitution was all about and a sense 
of what the Constitution meant, and by 
that he meant what the Constitution 
meant to the people who wrote it. 

There is a way to change the Con-
stitution. If the country and the Con-
gress think that the Constitution is 
outmoded in the way that it would 
have been looked at by the people who 
wrote it, there is a process to do some-
thing about that. That process was im-
mediately used when the Bill of Rights 
was added to the Constitution and can 
still be used if people feel as though the 
Constitution no longer has the same 
meaning as what the people who wrote 
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